U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, San Francisco District
City of St. Helena, Napa County, California

UPPER YORK CREEK
ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION PROJECT

Milesi

York Creek is potentially one of the best steelhead spawning and rearing
streams within the Napa River basin, and is important for the overall Napa
River steelhead population. Unlike many streams in the Napa River water-
shed, York Creek maintains perennial flow, making it especially valuable
rearing habitat for juvenile steelhead.

PROJECT BACKGROUND

York Creek originates in the California Coastal Range on the western side of
the Napa Valley watershed, meandering approximately 5 miles through red-
woods, mixed conifer forests, and vineyards before descending into St. Helena
and draining into the Napa River.

Upper York Creek Dam and Reservoir are located approximately 1.25 miles
northwest of the city of St. Helena. Originally built to provide drinking water
for the St. Helena Water Company, this earthen dam was completed in 1900 and
is a 50-foot-high, 140-foot-long structure. Today, use of the reservoir has been
abandoned as it has essentially no holding capacity due to sedimentation up to
29 feet thick in some areas.

Upper York Creek Dam has been identified by the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration Fisheries as an impassible ecological barrier to fish
and wildlife species living within the creek. The dam obstructs approximately
2 miles of upstream migration, spawning and rearing habitat for the threatened
steelhead, while also blocking access for resident fish and other local aquatic
wildlife.

In addition to the aquatic habitat, the dam and reservoir has also destroyed
approximately 2 acres of riparian habitat. It is believed that a restored aquatic
and riparian corridor through the project site would better support native popu-
lations by providing increased canopy, cover, foraging, and shelter habitat.
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PROJECT
GOALS

To improve steelhead and
wildlife passage and to im-
prove the aquatic and ripar-
ian habitat of upper York
Creck.

PROJECT
OBJECTIVES

The project aims to restore
aquatic wildlife habitat cor-
ridor through the project
area, remove resetrvoir sedi-
ment, and restore critical
riparian and riverine habi-
tats. Additionally, the pro-
ject will incorporate erosion
control techniques by incor-
porating the use of native
vegetation plantings.

PARTNERS

Non Federal Project Spon-
sor: City of Saint Helena.

Federal Partner: U.S. Army
Corp Of Engineers.

Project Participants: Cali-
fornia Department of Fish
and Game, U.S. National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration Fisheries,
Regional Water Quality
Control Board, and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service.

Sediment accumulation within the reservoir during January 2006 storm event.

THE PROPOSED PROJECT

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, San Francisco Dis-
trict, and the City of St. Helena, California, the project's
non-Federal sponsor, propose a project that would remove
70% of Upper York Creek Dam. Additionally, the pro-
posed project would restore a naturally functioning creek
through the project site to reconnect 2 miles of steelhead
spawning and rearing habitat, remove the accumulated
sediment from the reservoir, and restore approximately 2

acres of degraded riparian and aquatic habitat. The pro- hi;_e/e/g‘v‘i?n‘alp:;"u‘::/
posed project includes filling in the spillway and stabiliz- steelheadtrouthtm
ing Spring Mountain Road.
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